268                     ALEXANDER OF JUGOSLAVIA

normal. The President got tired of the word-spinning
that ensued and cut the argument short, asking the
accused whether they had any comments to make.
Pospichil said it was the first time he had ever heard tell
of such matters.

Almost immediately after that the court usher
handed a note to the President for transmission to the
foreman of the jury. Desbons at once asked whether
the note was in a foreign language and if so that it be
translated and made public, The foreman read the
note, which was obviously in French, and put it in his
pocket. Had it been in Serbian it is hardly likely
that he could have read it. The President said that
whether the note be made public was a question that
concerned the jury.

"But we do not know what is in it," murmured
Desbons.

aNor do I," said the President.
There was then an interval of a quarter of an hour.
When the court resumed the President proposed to cross-
examine Pospichil but Desbons returned to the subject
of the contents of the note which the foreman had
received. He had scented a first-class opportunity for
causing a long delay, perhaps of having the jury dis-
missed and a new jury called. The foreman or the jury
said that the note referred to personal matters, but that
the substance of it could be communicated if desired.
But in the interval the note had been destroyed, prob-
ably burned. Desbons seized upon the opportunity
to try and get the whole of the trial up to that point
quashed.

In doing so, of course., he would bring the court at
Aix into disgrace. The whole world was watching its
proceedings and the whole world was going to see it
defeated and befooled by an obstructionist,

"A document has been received by the jury. The
court does not know its contents, the defence does
not know its contents, and the document has been